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This initiative was initiated by the first Marrakech Declaration, reinforced by the second

Marrakech Declaration, as well as its recommendations and a resolution proposal

formulated by experts from African Global Health and presented to the ministers present

during the second Marrakech Declaration.

The objective of the draft resolution was to mark and unite African countries around a Pan-

African Charter aimed at reducing health harm, consisting of 10 articles and 52

recommendations. This charter was submitted to UNESCO with a request for sponsorship.

Support from the African Union and Africa CDC was sought and obtained for the second

African & the first South-South Health Harm Reduction Conference.

Today, the missions of African Global Health persist in their efforts to establish this Pan-

African Charter on health harm reduction. It is an initiative led by African experts, supported

by policymakers, with the aim of being signed in Rabat, Morocco. Thus, on Moroccan soil

and under Morocco's leadership in Africa, a Pan-African Charter will be proposed and

ratified, symbolizing the concept of the patient-citizen, based on principles of responsibility

and solidarity, which was at the core of the public health policy implemented during the

COVID-19 pandemic. This approach highlighted the importance of health harm reduction, as

well as the need to cultivate resilience, solidarity, and active patient engagement in all

aspects of their health, whether they be economic, social, or otherwise. In other words, the

patient-citizen embodies this model of citizen involvement in their own health.

IN
TR

O
D
U
C
TI
O
N

The first African Conference on Health Harm Reduction, followed

by the second African Conference and the first South-South

Conference on Health Harm Reduction, committed to mobilizing a

substantial number of experts, first in Africa, then in Asia, South

America, and globally, bringing together more than 3000 experts

and 300 ambassadors.

African experts focused their efforts on the issue of health

sovereignty in Africa. They transcended the boundaries of

expertise, advocating for the signing of a Pan-African Charter

aimed at reducing health harm.Dr. Imane Kendili
President AGH
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The Charter is an ambitious attempt to make the Continent of Africa safe and a platform for

access to Quality Healthcare.

We are cognizant that there are demographic and epidemiological specificities and

challenges in the different regions. The Charter was intended to guide us establish a

uniformity in Africa, by introducing a fit for purpose set of policies that will achieve a resilient

Public Health Platform free of Harm to those who seek healthcare services.

This was a multi-stakeholder debate, dialogue, and vision. The initial conference brought

together 120 experts and 800 high-ranking delegates from Africa and globally to deliberate

on health risks and hazards to health.

On the 27th to 29th September 2023, the participants reconvened for the 2nd African and

first South-South Harm Reduction Conference. In addition to harm in general, there was a

particular focus on Water, Environment, and Food Security, supported by the African Union

and Africa CDC.

There were 800 participants from 87 countries and 5 continents, which included Ministers

and other Government officials, health practitioners, scientists, researchers, media

representatives and civil society.

IN
TR

O
D
U
C
TI
O
N

Since November 2022 an initiative was started in Morocco, that

resulted in the development of the Marrakesh Declaration and

Harm Reduction Charter. This was under the auspices of AGH.

The African Global Health (AGH) is a non-governmental and non-

profit organization founded by African experts from various

countries such as Morocco, Senegal, South Africa, Zimbabwe,

Sudan, Egypt, Zambia, and more. Their shared vision is to unite

scientific experts, economists, lawyers, and policymakers in the

health sector from across Africa to collaboratively rethink and

design public health policies on a continental scale.Prof. Morgan Chetty
AGH Ambassador 

South-Africa

The Declaration stated

“We are united by our commitment to health and well-being of the people of Africa, and

hereby declare our resolute intent to achieve health sovereignty in Africa and throughout the

world through South-South collaboration on Health Harm Reduction Strategies.”
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Under the High Patronage of His Majesty

King Mohammed VI, May God Assist

Him, the Ministry of Health and Social

Protection, in collaboration with the

Moroccan Association of Addictive

Medicine and Associated Pathologies

(MAPA) and African Global Health (AGH),

jointly orchestrated the inaugural African

Conference on Health-Driven Harm

Reduction. This significant event took

place in the vibrant city of Marrakech

from November 16 to 18, 2022.

The impetus behind this conference

stems from the evolving landscape of

global healthcare and the imperative to

reform it, particularly in light of the

profound impact of the COVID-19

pandemic. The aim is to proactively

anticipate crises and adeptly manage

associated harm. Morocco has

embarked on the adoption of strategic

initiatives and projects aimed at

revitalizing the national healthcare

system, ensuring the effective realization

of the Royal endeavor to extend social

protection comprehensively.

Participants in this event demonstrated a

fervent commitment to crafting pertinent

recommendations founded on the

implementation of policies and strategies

geared towards mitigating health harm.

This involves bolstering prevention

systems, modifying consumption

patterns, and advocating for a health-

conscious way of life.

The inaugural African Health Harm  

Reduction Conference culminated in the

establishment of an African Declaration

on Health Harm Reduction.

On November 18, 2022, the "Marrakech

Declaration" was unveiled, heralding a

call for a comprehensive Pan-African

Charter dedicated to reducing health

risks. This charter is grounded in a multi-

stakeholder perspective and is deemed

crucial in effecting a sovereign

transformation of African healthcare

systems. It operates within an ethos of

solidarity and collaboration, all in service

of ensuring health security for every

citizen across the continent.

C O N T E X T
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F I R S T  M A R R A K E S H
D E C L A R A T I O N

We the participants of the first African Conference on Health Harm Reduction, met

on November 16th to 18th to deliberate on health risks, which include all the hazards

and risks to health that are beyond the control of individuals and thus fall under the

responsibility of public authorities. The conference focused on HealthRisk Reduction

as a strategyto improve healthsystems on the continent in terms of accessibility,

quality,and affordability.

With over 800 senior-level participants from Africa, the Middle East, Europe, Asia

and the Americas - including government officials, health practitioners, scientists,

researchers, media representatives and civil society - the Conference was a pre-

eminent gathering of minds committed to improve quality health care delivery for

all in Africa.

Aware that in this post-pandemic context - when humanity has reached the 8-

billion-mark - accessible, quality, and affordable healthcare is key to reach the

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in general and goal number 3

- Good Health and Well-Being in particular.

Cognizant of the need to assess and evaluate health systems in relation to

innovations, digital inclusion, financing, policy reforms, social considerations and

others, as well as the need to build a healthcare community that embraces multi-

sectoral consultative inclusion in order to bring about healthier societieswhere the

dignityand health of all Africancitizens is preserved, the three- day program created

a multidimensional and interactive platform that connected a large number of

expert stakeholders in enriching exchanges.

Marrakesh, November 18, 2022
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Concerned by the lack of adequate resources, often poor infrastructure, low health-

literacy rates in the global south, on the one hand, and the stigma, barriers, and low

level of cooperation from richer countries as witnessed during Covid-19 pandemic,

on the other hand.

Responded by sharing and debating interventions that can form a basis for a new

framework based on multisectoral collaboration for carrying out scientific research

for the development of evidence-based policy and regulatory guidelines that could

prevent or reduce health risks and ensure healthsecurity and protection for all

citizenswith equitable accessto quality healthcare in Africa.

Deliberated on strengthening health systems in Africa with an emphasison

governments’ responsibilities as well as financial sustainability models, the use of

new information and communication technologies to accelerate digitization, the

emerging medical cannabis therapy, and the social determinants of health,

includingsilent-killer diseases, mental health, and addictions.

Believe the Health Harm Reduction approach focused on the patient-citizen’s

human right to healthcare has the potential to be an effective public health strategy

that can reduce harm whilst loweringthe health burden,especially those associated

with Non-Communicable Diseases(NCDs) and help reach the ambitious global

target to reduce NCDs by 25% by the year 2025.

Acknowledge progress made by governments that are starting to embark on the

difficult but necessary road towards settingup universal healthcoverage in

nationalsystems that mandatethe reduction of harm as a priority wherever possible

and strive to reduce territorial and socio- economic inequities in the quest to include

all citizens based on the values of humanism and solidarity.

Mindful of the pressing need for African countries to work together collaboratively

to define a collective, integrated, resilient African health system and share best

practice to provide health security and quality healthcare for all on the continent,

the conference made the following recommendations: 
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

1 . To Promote the strengthening of health
systems on the African continent using a
Health Risk Reduction approach.

2 . To elevate the daily living conditions of all
citizens by improving the environment in
which people are born, grow, live and age
through health system transformations and
ethical Harm Reduction strategies, and risk
reducing innovations for known health risks.

3 . To develop Healthcare policies in Africa that
are focused on providing universal health
coverage to the patient-citizen and respect
equitable access to quality healthcare as a
basic human right.

4 . To Promote social protection mechanisms
and ensure access to quality-assured and
affordable essential health services including
pharmaceutical medicines, traditional and
natural medicines.

5 . To present and learn from Covid-19 response
strategies as examples in implementing an
efficient, collaborative and resilient healthcare
system in Africa.

6 . To Accelerate the implementation of the
primary health care vision and strategy to
expand telemedicine and the use of digital
health to serve remote and vulnerable
populations.

7 . To improve access to quality mental and
psychiatric care, in line with the development
of knowledge and treatments as well as the
specific needs of patients in relation to their
age, socio-economic situation, environment
and vulnerabilities.

8 . To Recognize addictions, both substance
and non-substance- related, as diseases that
qualify for medical attention.

9 . To Promote education for healthier living,
including physical activity, healthy diet and risk
reducing lifestyle choices.

10 . To Increase health financing through
innovative and sustainable funding
mechanisms, including public-private
partnerships, increase allocation of domestic
resources and welcome global solidarity.

11 . To Promote Medical cannabis as a new
controlled treatment for specific symptoms
and diseases and set up Ethical Guiding
principles to regulate medical cannabis in
order to implement it as a Harm Reduction
measure.

12 . To recognize that the field of digital health
presents an opportunity for developing and
strengthening African health systems by
lowering barriers such as cost, accessibility, or
lack of quality of care, while expanding the
range of services provided, particularly in areas
where infrastructure and medical personnel
are scarce or nonexistent.

13 . To develop an African Health Harm
Reduction Charter based on a multi-
stakeholder vision of Health Harm Reduction as
a key approach to sovereign health system
transformations in an African environment that
favors solidarity and cooperation in providing
health security for all African citizens.

14 . To hold an annual conference to ensure
continued and accelerated efforts towards
improved universal health coverage for all on
the African continent.
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K E Y S  P O I N T S  

2

3
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6

7

1 Promoting the strengthening of healthcare systems in Africa

Improving the environment of African populations through health harm
reduction strategies

Development of healthcare policies in Africa

Promoting social protection mechanisms 

Improving access to healthcare in Africa

Promoting innovative and sustainable financing mechanisms

Raising awareness and educating people about healthy living and harm
reduction

Drawing up a Pan-African charter on health harm reduction

Encourage the use of telemedicine to reach the most isolated populations
and least developed areas.
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C O N T E X T

Under the High Patronage of His Majesty

King Mohammed VI, May God Assist

Him, the Ministry of Health and Social

Protection, in collaboration with the

Ministry of Agriculture, Maritime Fisheries,

Rural Development and Water and

Forests, alongside the African Global

Health association, orchestrated the

second African Conference and first

South-South Conference on Health

Harm Reduction in Marrakech. This

momentous gathering took place from

September 27 to 29, 2023, revolving

around the pivotal theme of "Water,

Environment, and Food Security."

 The event received substantial backing

from the African Union and Africa CDC.

This assembly convened distinguished

representatives from over 83 nations, as

well as prominent figures from Africa and

the international community, including

ministers, ambassadors, experts,

scientists, political leaders, and delegates

from prominent international NGO’s.

In the aftermath of the earthquake that

shook the High Atlas region, situated south

of Marrakech, on September 8, 2023, it

became evident that this significant event

could not proceed without addressing the

pressing issue of natural disasters. Right

from the outset, discussions centered on

the vital topics of natural disasters:

mitigating risks and effectively managing

emergencies.

The deliberations of this worldwide

gathering culminated in the formulation of a

subsequent Marrakech Declaration,

underscoring the determined commitment

to attain health sovereignty not only in

Africa but also globally. 

This vision hinges on fostering South-South

cooperation in the development and

implementation of harm reduction

strategies, with Africa taking a leading role.
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S E C O N D  M A R R A K E S H
D E C L A R A T I O N

We the participants of the second African and first South-South Health Harm
Reduction conference, met on September 27th to29th to deliberate on Health Harm

reduction with a particular focus on water, environment, and food security,

supported by the African Union and Africa CDC. 

With over 800 participants from 87 countries and 5 continents – which included

Ministers and other Government officials, health practitioners, scientists, researchers,

media representatives and civil society - the Conference was a pre-eminent

gathering of minds committed to improve access to safe and quality health for all in

Africa.

We are united by our commitment to the health and well-being of the people of

Africa, and hereby declare our resolute intent to achieve health sovereignty in Africa

and throughout the world through south-south collaboration on Health Harm

Reduction strategies.  Furthermore, we emphasize the pivotal role of sustainable

development through African driven South-South cooperation in realizing this

vision. In doing so we declare the following;

Recognizing the Urgent Imperative:

    1.    We reaffirm that health sovereignty is a fundamental right of all African

nations, essential for ensuring the resilience of our continent's health systems.

       2.    We further reaffirm and acknowledge that health harm reduction is a holistic

approach that necessitates addressing the root causes of health challenges,

including water scarcity, food insecurity, environmental degradation, and the social

determinants of health.

Marrakesh, September 29, 2023
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Commitment to Action:

South-South Cooperation for sustainable Health Development:

1.    We commit to pursuing comprehensive health harm reduction strategies,

grounded on evidence-based practices, that prioritize prevention, equity, and

resilience of health systems.

2.    We pledge to prioritize water security as a cornerstone of health harm reduction,

ensuring access to clean and safe drinking water for all communities. 

3.    We commit to addressing food security as a core component of health harm

reduction, striving to eliminate hunger and malnutrition by promoting sustainable

agriculture, food production, and equitable distribution systems.

4.    We recognize the profound impact of the environment on health and pledge to

promote environmental sustainability by safeguarding natural resources, conserving

biodiversity, ensuring clean air quality and mitigating against the effects of climate

change.

5.    We recognise that the most important aspect of disaster management is to have

a high level of preparedness to avoid improvisation at a time of disaster. We need to

invest in strengthening health harm reduction and recovery systems in disaster

response, and provide comprehensive training on multi -sectoral protocols towards

building Hazard resilience.

6.    It is imperative to ensure health equity in emergency management when natural

disasters occur.

1.We acknowledge that South-South collaboration is an invaluable catalyst for the

rapid  and sustainable development of Africa. We therefore pledge to strengthen

partnerships among African nations and with other developing countries to share

knowledge, expertise, and resources for mutual growth and development.
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Resilience and Unity:

2.  We commit to fostering collaboration in health research, technology transfer,

capacity building, and the sharing of best practices to enhance our health systems

and infrastructure.

3. We commit to developing centres of excellence and South-South Health Bureaus

to develop joint policy formulation to achieve health sovereignty and universal

health access in the global south.

1.    We affirm our unwavering solidarity as African nations, recognizing that our

collective strength is our greatest asset in achieving resilient populations and health

systems.

2.    We call upon governments and the private sector, to join us on this journey by

providing leadership in driving this endeavour alongside civil society, academia, and

international development partners. This will entail mobilizing resources and

expertise to support our vision for a healthier, more prosperous Africa.

In this spirit of unity, determination, and shared purpose, we, the participants of the

African Global Health Conference, solemnly endorse this declaration. We are

committed to taking concrete actions, collaborating across borders, and driving

sustainable change to realize health sovereignty, harm reduction, and rapid

development throughout the African continent.
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

1. To continue to promote the strengthening of
health systems on the African continent using
a Health Risk Reduction approach.

2. To improve continental efforts to protect
biodiversity in order to preserve ecosystem
mechanisms that are essential to human well-
being, such as crop pollination, clean air,
natural water purification, carbon
sequestration, flood protection and food
security. 

3. Public health warnings should be instituted
for known environmental threats to health, for
example the daily measurement of the
pollution level of micro-particles in the air to
enable the citizenry to adopt risk reduction
practices.

4. To strengthen the sustainability, resilience,
and self-sufficiency of African health systems to
eliminate the threat of poor health on socio-
economic security and political stability of our
countries.

5. To continue to elevate the daily living
conditions of all citizens by improving the
environment in which people are born, grow,
live and age through health system
transformations and ethical Harm Reduction
strategies, and risk reducing innovations for
known health risks.

6. To ensure the development of evidence
based Health policies and frameworks in Africa
that are focused on providing universal health
coverage and equitable access to quality
healthcare as a basic human right. 

7. To share knowledge in developing strategies
to mitigate against the effects of future
pandemics, and natural disasters to build
resilience in African health systems

8. To Accelerate the adoption of appropriate
technologies to better serve remote and
vulnerable populations.

9. To recognise the inherent threats to mental
health and develop interventions that address
socio-economic situation, environment and
vulnerabilities.

10. To Promote education for healthier living,
including physical activity, nutrition and diet
alongside risk reducing lifestyle choices. 

11. To urge African policymakers to recognise
the right to sanitation as interrelated and
interdependent to the right to clean water. 

12. To mobilise and target health financing as a
strategic development imperative through
innovative and sustainable funding
mechanisms, including public - private
partnerships.

13. To continue to develop the African Health
Risk Reduction Charter incorporating water,
environment and food security based on a
multi-stakeholder vision of Health Risk
Reduction. 

14. To hold an annual conference to ensure
continued and accelerated efforts towards
improved universal health coverage for all on
the African continent.
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K E Y  P O I N T S
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1 Promoting African and South-South Health Sovereignty

Resilience of healthcare systems

Promoting sustainable African agriculture

Development of fair trade distribution systems

Improving access to water for all African communities

Improve multi-sectoral training in risk and disaster management

Preserving and developing natural resources 

Strengthening South-South development through partnerships between
nations and the sharing of resources and expertise

Consolidating solidarity among African populations
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1.  Establishing bilateral and regional agreements to (i) harmonize approaches, (ii) develop
common policies and regulations that will serve as a basis for reforming national laws, (iii)
allocate funds by governments and organizations, and (iv) facilitate cooperation, expertise
sharing, and resource sharing.

2. Strengthening South-South cooperation and establishing international partnerships to (i)
include legal mechanisms for joint financing, (ii) support harm reduction programs in Africa,
(iii) access funding, and (iv) access recent technologies.

3. Strengthening and harmonizing national public health laws and regulations to promote a
consistent approach to harm reduction, based on best practices and international
standards.

4. Data and Research Sharing: Establishing a legal mechanism for the collection and sharing
of data on the effectiveness of harm reduction programs while adhering to requirements for
personal data protection and confidentiality.
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REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS NECESSARY TO REDUCE
HARM AND ACHIEVE HEALTH SOVEREIGNTY IN AFRICA. 

THIS WILL BE REFLECTED LEGALLY THROUGH :

C O M M O N  L E G A L
R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  A L L

P A N E L S



1ST PANEL: NATURAL DISASTERS HARM REDUCTION AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

A legal framework providing for a dedicated law on the management of natural disasters,
covering mechanisms for prevention, reduction, and management of disaster risks,
dedicated institutions for this management, and financial resources, including:

1. Clearly define the roles and responsibilities of institutions and organizations that may be
involved, including non-governmental organizations, and establish appropriate mechanisms
to ensure that all responsibilities are covered and rights are protected. 

2. Provide mechanisms for obtaining financial resources and the adequate budget to
address necessary expenses, as well as measures to facilitate the swift release of necessary
funds.

3. Enact an insurance regime, risk pooling, and an adequate mechanism for compensating
victims.

4. Establish a clear procedure and responsibilities for early warning and rapid response, as
well as for risk assessment and ensuring risk information within the development process.

5. Implement a training, alert, and awareness program to promote a comprehensive societal
approach to disaster harm reduction.

6. Engage all relevant stakeholders, including civil society, the private sector, scientific
institutions, and others, in decision-making and harm reduction efforts.

7. Ensure the protection of human rights in disaster situations, particularly the protection of
vulnerable individuals, as well as land and property management.

15

S P E C I F I C  L E G A L
R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  E A C H
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5.  National forest conservation: Regulation of forest exploitation to preserve national forest
resources and ecosystems.

3RD PANEL: HARM REDUCTION AND THE ECOSYSTEM OF TOMORROW: THE AFRICAN
EQUATION AND THE SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION

1. Protection of human rights: The right to dignity, privacy, and non-discrimination.

2. Protection of patient rights: Equitable access to quality healthcare, especially in rural
and disadvantaged regions, strengthening of healthcare infrastructure, right to medical
information and informed decision-making, ethics, and confidentiality.

3. Sovereign agriculture: Regulation of agricultural practices to diversify crops, ensure
quality, and food security.

4. Autonomous water management: Protection of water quality, regulation of the use of
agricultural chemicals to meet the needs for drinking water and irrigation.
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8. Establish legal frameworks for regional and international cooperation in food security,
including through agreements for the sharing of knowledge and food technologies.

2ND PANEL: FOOD SECURITY IN AFRICA AND THE WORLD: HARM REDUCTION
STRATEGIES

1. Define quality standards for agricultural products, processed foods, and production
conditions to ensure food security through the enactment of agricultural and food
standards.

2. Implement laws aimed at protecting the rights of small-scale farmers, including access to
land, seeds, and markets, in an equitable manner.

3. Develop laws to promote sustainable management of natural resources, such as water
and soil, to ensure continuous agricultural production and, ultimately, ongoing food
security.

4. Establish stringent standards for the use of pesticides and fertilizers to minimize risks to
human health and the environment.

5.  Integrate legal mechanisms for the establishment of early warning systems and
coordination of responses in case of food crises.

6. Develop legislative policies to incentivize investments in agriculture, including through
tax incentives and financing mechanisms.

7. Safeguard consumers rights to information about food products and their right to
adequate nutrition, within the framework of protecting consumers food rights.
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4TH PANEL: HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT: AIR QUALITY AND GLOBAL WARMING

1. Regional and international cooperation through participation in binding international
agreements on climate and clean air, and adopting national laws to fulfill international
commitments.

2. Engage in international climate agreements and play an active role in international
climate negotiations to promote binding global agreements aimed at limiting climate
change and supporting sustainable development efforts in Africa.

At the National Level : Strengthening and harmonizing national laws and regulations in
terms of :

3. Air Quality Standards: Develop and implement strict air quality standards to reduce
atmospheric pollution. These standards should cover various air pollutants such as fine
particles, nitrogen oxides, and volatile organic compounds to protect the health of local
populations.

4. Sustainable Transportation: Legal requirements should encourage the development of
sustainable transportation by promoting the use of low-emission vehicles, advocating for
public transportation, and establishing suitable infrastructure like cycling lanes.

5. Renewable Energy: Laws should promote the transition to renewable energy sources to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This may include tax incentives for clean energy and
regulations to reduce reliance on fossil fuels.

6.  Ecosystem Protection: Legal requirements should provide for the protection of fragile
ecosystems, such as mangroves and coastal areas, which play a crucial role in climate
regulation and biodiversity preservation.

7. Climate Change Adaptation: Develop laws that support climate change adaptation by
strengthening the resilience of local communities to climate impacts, such as droughts and
floods.

8. Corporate Responsibility: Establish legal obligations for companies to measure, disclose,
and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, and promote sustainable business practices.
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5TH PANEL: DRINKING WATER: RESOURCES, FARMS, CONTINENTAL INVESTMENTS, AND
EQUITY

1. Provide mechanisms for continental investments: aimed at investing in water-related
infrastructure to ensure access to quality drinking water for all and reliable and sustainable
water supply. This includes the construction and maintenance of water distribution
networks, water treatment plants, and wastewater collection systems. (Governments and
organizations can allocate funds for these projects)

2. Autonomous water management: through the protection of water quality and
regulation of the use of agricultural chemicals to meet the needs for drinking water and
irrigation.

3. Sustainable water resource management through laws: protecting natural water
sources such as rivers, lakes, and aquifers, and implementing water conservation measures,
such as the reuse of treated wastewater and rainwater harvesting.

4. Promote sustainable agricultural practices (farms often use significant amounts of
water), which can include the use of efficient irrigation techniques, crop rotation, precise
fertilizer management to prevent water pollution from agricultural chemicals, and the
promotion of organic farming.

5.  Standardize existing legal norms and make them more binding, exposing those who do
not comply to stricter penalties, especially financial ones.

6. Equity: It is crucial to ensure equity in access to drinking water through the
implementation of policies and programs aimed at reducing inequalities and ensuring that
the most vulnerable populations are not marginalized in accessing clean water.

IN CONCLUSION, REGIONAL COOPERATION, STRENGTHENING SOUTH-SOUTH

AND INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS, THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PUBLIC

HEALTH POLICIES, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN APPROPRIATE LEGAL

FRAMEWORK ARE KEY ELEMENTS TO ADDRESS THESE CHALLENGES AND

ACHIEVE RISK REDUCTION AND HEALTH SOVEREIGNTY IN AFRICA.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ESTABLISHED BY 

ME SALIMA BAKOUCHI

BAKOUCHI & HABACHI – HB LAW FIRM LLP



T H E  D E C L A R A T I O N S  O F
M A R R A K E C H  

The "First Marrakech Declaration" of November 18, 2022 and the "Second

Marrakech Declaration" of September 29, 2023, calls for African Health

Sovereignty through a Pan-African Charter.

This work emphasizes the importance of Health Sovereignty in Africa,

through harm reduction, implying a set of principles, objectives and

measures aimed at strengthening African resources and wealth in order to

define, develop and implement health policies adapted to local realities and

aimed at meeting the specific health challenges of African populations.

Recognize the right of African countries to develop and implement their own

health policies, according to their needs and resources, through the

promotion of harm reduction approaches to various health issues, including

disease prevention and treatment, epidemic and pandemic management,

improved access to care, etc. 

Cooperation between African nations and South-South cooperation through

the African lead enable us to tackle health issues that transcend national and

continental borders, for better public health. 
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